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DECISION 
on the Accession to the International 
“Zero Waste” Strategy
Seven local self-government units on the island of Krk (The city of Krk and the municipalities of Omišalj, Vrbnik, Baška, Dobrinj, Punat, Malinska – Dubašnica), on whose territory the company Ponikve eko otok Krk d.o.o. provides waste management services, owned by those local self-government units, are among the top performers in separate waste collection and sustainable waste management in Croatia, despite considerable challenges due to significant tourism seasonality. The next logical step is the accession to the international “Zero Waste” Strategy, which promotes the fulfilment of ambitious objectives for the reduction of waste generation, the reuse, recycling and composting of waste with the application of numerous effective measures that are compatible with environmental protection. 

The experts of Zelena akcija, the Croatian member of the Zero Waste Europe network that brings together the best European practices, have analysed the waste management system in the local self-government units on the island of Krk and confirm that the results are excellent and that there is an opportunity to obtain the official “Zero Waste Candidate Cty/Municipality”  status, which is the first step towards full certification and a big recognition for the local self-government unit’s excellent results on Krk.

By signing this Decision, the Ponikve eko otok Krk d.o.o. utility company declares on behalf of the local self-government units that it shall provide the conditions in order for the local self-government units to meet the following objectives and criteria on Krk:
· The local self-government units shall strive to govern the waste management system according to the guidelines of Zelena akcija and Zero Waste Europe in order to, over time, meet the criteria for the “Zero Waste City/Municipality” certification
· The local self-government units undertake to design measures under the zero waste plan with the following objectives:  

1) A 90% diversion rate of municipal solid waste away from harmful management methods (disposal, incineration) towards long-term priority measures (reuse, recycling, composting) and achieving over 70% (including bulky waste) in the next 5 years (in 2019 the local self-government units were, on average, at 52%).

2) Achieving the objectives for the reduction of residual waste (kg) per capita, as defined by Zelena akcija in cooperation with the utility company Ponikve in accordance with the guidelines provided by Zero Waste Europe for the following 5 years (taking into account significant tourism seasonality). 
a) the volume of residual waste per resident capita and the population equivalent for registered tourist overnight stays: 150 kg/per capita per year (in 2019 local self-government units on Krk produced on average 235.07 kg/per capita)
b) the volume of residual waste solely from residents: 120 kg/per capita per year (in 2019 local self-government units on Krk produced on average 206.49 kg/per capita)
· The local self-government unit undertakes to adhere to the following principles:
· Gradually reduce the total volume of municipal waste sent for treatment at the waste management centre and further disposal or (co-)incineration prescribed by national documents
· Avoid building waste incineration plants
· Avoid investing in the development of incineration technologies 

· Promote the adoption of sustainable substitutes for waste incineration and raise awareness of their importance
· The local self- government unit undertakes to take the measures required to increase awareness on the topic of the “zero waste” system in the community by applying a wide range of communication methods.
Along with all already initiated activities related to waste management, and in accordance with the Waste Management Plans of the Local Self-Government Units, the local self- government units undertake to also implement some of the following activities in the next 5 years in order to meet the previously mentioned objectives:
· Create an analysis of the composition of mixed municipal waste in order to be able to define the following steps for the reduction in volumes of mixed municipal waste. 
· Introduce a volume-based fee to additionally encourage citizen behaviour and additionally reduce the volume of mixed municipal waste.
· Stimulate the reduction of waste generation and the increase of reuse by opening Reuse Centres and other incentives such as the reduction of single-use plastics in public institutions, encouraging the purchase of vending machines for selling products without packaging, etc. 

· Establish an expert council for waste management (Waste Management Council), which shall discuss the activities that may contribute to the additional reduction in volumes of mixed municipal waste. Include the representatives of the utility company and of Zelena akcija as well as the local community.

· Make an impact study on the effects of tourism on the waste management system in order to determine the correlations in data on volumes of waste from tourism.
· Promote home composting by distributing composters and through quality education.

By the accession to the international Zero Waste Strategy and by obtaining the “Zero Waste Candidate City/Municipality” status, local self-government units on Krk are becoming an even more recognisable example of good practice, a role-model to local communities in Croatia and beyond, striving towards reduced volumes of waste and a way of waste management that is as sustainable as possible.
The evaluation of the results of the local self-government units on the island of Krk shall be conducted by Zelena akcija in cooperation with the utility company Ponikve and, depending on the achievement of the objectives, they shall propose an external audit of the results to be conducted by Zero Waste Europe in order for the local self- government units to be able to continue the process of obtaining the official European “Zero Waste City/Municipality” certificate.

On Krk, 5 July 2021
Ponikve eko otok Krk d.o.o.                                           Zelena akcija / Zero Waste Europe
  Ivica Plišić, M.S.C.E.,                                      Marko Košak, mag. educ. geogr.,
Director



                                Project Leader
